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Shewing what is Bad in that Plan; and pointing out a new v one to be ſubſtitued inſtead 
of it, or to be united to what is Good in it; this new one tending to make the Poor 
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LETTER IV. 


S I X, 


N the 1ſt of the 3 former Letters on the F. H. in its preſent Extent, 1 
1 obſery'd What FAC TS on this Subject there are no exiſting, ovet 
and above the THEORIES which exiſted at fr #,—Fatts ſuch as are ſo 
many Exbibits of this Hoſpital's Evil Tendencies in this its inlarged Plan for the 
Prevention of Evil, I mean of that One great capital Evil it undertook to Pre- 
vent chiefly, that of Baſtard Infants being brought to precipitate untimely 
Deaths, —and by that Means render'd ſo many inſtances of Lives Loſt to the Com- 
munity. —Which are ſo many Demonſtrations that in this Kingdom this inlarged 
F. H. Plan for doing Good, does a great deal of Evil; in ſo much that, in that 
ſufficient Experience we have had of it already, it does not only not perceptibly Pre- 
vent, —but does perceptibly Promote, even that one great Evil it undertobk to Pre- 
vent, Promotes it, multiplies it even to ſuch a Degree that, in the very Convey- 
ance of 8 Infants to this Hoſpital, 7 Infant-Lives out of 8, according to LET. I, 
p. 10. Note AT, have been actually loſt z — ſuch precipitate untimely Deaths | 
ariſing, not from mere Caſualty, but, from the very Nature of Things incidental to 
this F. H. Plan in its preſent boundleſs Extent, and toalmoſt every new born Infant's 
Infantile Inabilities for the Hardſhips of Travelling in all Seaſons, in all Wea- 


thers, thro' all Roads, by the uſual Vehicles, to a F. I. fo vallly remote. 


B IN 
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IN the ſame Letter too I obſerv'd how this ſame Inlarged F. N Plan for doing 
Good, does, beſides not Preventing but even Promoting that One great Evil it 
undertook to Prevent, tend to Promote ſocial Evils infinitely more, and greater, 
and abs deſtruftively ſuch, than that Great one it ſo unſucceſsfully undertook to 
Prevent ; even as many More, even as much Greater than that One, as the De- 
ſtruction of a FEW Baſtard-Infants or even of all the Baſtard Infants in a King- 
dom, is /z/s than the Deſtruction of all that Kingdom. 

TO ſhew how the F. H., in this unlimited Inlargement of it, tends to promote 
the 1ſt, of theſe More, and Greater, and more Deſtructive ſocial Evils, (menti- 
oned in Let. I. p. 9.) viz. Ilicit Carnal Incontinence, in All the Lengths and Ef. 


fects of it, — was the ſcope of the IId, and IIId. Letters, in the main of them 
both. 


T O ſhew how the ſame Hoſpital Scheme, in the ſame Extent of it, equally 
tends to Promote the 2d, of thoſe more, and greater, and more deſtructivs ſocial 
Evils, (mentioned in Let. I. p. 9.) viz. The Diſcouragement of Matrimony, —is the 
Subject of this IVth. Letter in the Main of it. 


GREAT was ha Clamor propagated d the Marriage Act, as tending 
to diſcourage Marriage: But it is ſuſpected that the 1 1 of the 
F. H. Charity, ſupported annually by the Public, wil, in the long Run, prove 
more fatal to Conjugal Society than any thing contain'd in that Act. Into this 
Hoſpital to admit not only many of the Infants tender d to it, but all, —And to ad- 


mit them in the uſual ſecret Manner, without the teaſt Inquiry from whom or whence 


they are brought, and thereby ſecretly to exempt the criminal Parents of thoſe 


Baſtard 
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Baſtard Infants (/ucb being here ſuppos'd,)from fear of Puniſhment or Expenſe 
on account of the Baſtardy,—are Circumſtances upon which Critics perhaps may 
be ſo cenſorious even of Dignities, as to think it ſeemingly a matter of Indifference 
to the State, whether Procreation by Marriage, or the ſame by Whoredom, takes 
place. But ſhou'd Hoſpitals be erected throughout the Kingdom on the fame 
Plan, for all Infants promiſcuouſly, Illegitimate and Legitimate,—with an Eſtab- 
liſh'd Proviſion for their Support by the State, and with /o many marks of State- 
Favor to lllegitimates, and with none at all diſtinguiſhingly to Legitimates, tis 
to be fear'd thoſe cenſorious people wou'd injuriouſly imagin that the State ſeem- 
ingly means to incourage Fornication in preference to Marriage, by giving to the 


Former ſuch ſignal Marks of State Favor, without ſo much as an Equivalent 


to the Latter. 


THE Law againſt Baſtardy, obliging the Woman to Filiate, and the Man to 
Maintain, drives Mullitudes of the Vulgar carnal tranſgreſſors into Wedlock. 


However averſe to it One of the two Criminals may be at fr/t, Yet, the intreaties 


the importunities, the tears of the young Pregnant Criminal, overcome 
perhaps by the moſt Sacred Promiſes, do at laſt frequently prevail ; eſpecially. 
when the Fear of Legal Puniſhment, and the Zope of healing a wounded Reputa- 
tion, become Joint Solicitors to both the two Criminal Parents ſtrongly for a 
Legal Union; And of this Legal Union their United Induſtry, ig favor of Them- 
ſelves and of their Legal Children, is a Conſequence made by their United Self- 
nne, and by Nature it ſelf, But by the Extenſive Plan of the F. H. bon 
in fave of Baſtards, this Salutary Law againſt Baſtardies, which is ſo fruitful of 
Marriages, 
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Marriages, and of Induſtry, is in Effect repealed : and there is now no neceſlity 


for the Qne of the-two Criminals to Filiate, or for the other to Maintain, The 


Female one may intreat for Matrimony, and the Male one may deny,—deny, not 
only at Leſs, but at much Leſs Expenſe than heretofore ; not of Money ſolely, or 
chiefly, — But of Character. 


Conſequences to the Public, not only in the Loſs of Manners, of Sedulity, and 
of Oeconomy, but in the GROW T EH of that Loſs Daily, are terrible; 


made ſtill more ſo under the Thought (a thought returning perpetually, ) of 
this Hoſpital's being. wickedly branded, as. I fear it wil be by Some, with this 
Title, [An Hoſpital to tempt People to expoſe and deſert their Children, ] and 
by Others with this, L An Hoſpital to incourage Fornication, and to diſcourage 
Matrimony. ] | : 
But how reverſe was the Policy of the Romans, who taxed Czlibacy ; annexed 
Rewards to the Married ; and Privileges peculiar to thoſe of them who had many 
Children, The Emperor Auguſtus, to revive ROME to its Primitive Gran- 
deur, when torn by Diſcord, Faction and Civil War; and when the Citizens 
were immers'd in Carnalities, —impos'd new Penalties on thoſe who were not 


Marry'd, and increaſed the Rewards both of thoſe who were Married, and of 


thoſe who had many Children, Theſe impoſitions were far from being reliſhed 


by numbers of the Citizens whoſe minds had been vitiated by Evil Habits, 
Which obliged the Emperor to harangue them by a Speech; part of which was 


ſo a propos, and is {6 wel adapted to the preſent Situation of our Metropolis, (if we 


compare it with theirs, as to Unconjugal Carnalities, — Declenſion of People, [C] 


1e If the Number of Children Baptiz'd within the Bills of Mortality, from 1720 to 
1740 ; be compared with the number Baptiz'd from 1740 to 1760 : the latter Twenty Years, 
wil be deficient in Number to the former, above 40,000. 


and 


— 
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and the marks oſ that Declenſion, Empty Houſes,) that you will pardon my 
tranſcribing it. — While Sickneſs, and War, ſnatch away ſo many Citizens, 
« what muſt denne of the City, if Marriages are no longer contracted? The 
City does not conſiſt of Houſes, of Porticos, of Public Places, &c, — MEN 
« alone conſtitute a City; you do not ſee Men, like thoſe mentioned in Fable, 
* ariſing out of the Earth, to take care of your Affairs. Your Celibacy is not 
* owing to the Deſire of living a lone; every one of you have both Table Com- 
e panions and Bed Companions ; you only ſeek to enjoy your irregularities un- 
* diſturbed: Do you cite the Veſtal Virgins in your behalf? if you preſerve 
not the Laws of Chaſtity, you ought to be puniſhed, like them; you are equally 
bad Citizens, whether your example has an Influence on the reſt of the World, 
_ © or whether it be diſregarded. My only View is the Perpetuity of the Republic. 
« With reſpect to Rewards, they are ſuch that I do not know whether Virtue has 
ever receiv'd Gteater. For a Leſi Reward wil a Thouſand men expoſe Life it- 
« ſeif. And yet wil not theſe ingage you, (i. e. each of you who are young and 
** ſingle,) to take a Wiſe, and provide for Children?“ 


I N the Opinion of this 1 wiſe and provident Emperor, no Human Union 
of che 2 Sexes mimicking that of Conjugal Union with the Effects of That, cou'd 
be ſo likely as that, to produce that Social Harmony, Order, and Increaſe of ſound 
Children, and other National good Effects which flow generally from that One 
Spring ;—none conſequently ſo likely as that One, to produce that great Social 
Good which the Public were then in want of ,—ſince none cou'd ſo probably, ſo 
ſpeedily, ſo ſalutarily, and withall ſo abidingly fil the Imperial Capital, heal its 


- 1 igor to its ms, , 
Convulſions, and give Life and YM its Ar While 
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While ENGLAND, amidſt all her acquiſitions, has a declining People 
to revive, her People ſinking as gradually as her Popular Vices are multiplying 3 
— While ſhe has numerous Manufactories, of various kinds, to provide Hands 
for ;—a numerons able idle Poor to provide York for; —a numerous unable Poor 
to provide an honeſt unworking Livelihood for ;—an immenſe National Debt to 
be diſcharged, — a great number of Colonies abroad to be peopled, — a greater 
number of waſte uncultivated Lands at home that want to be cultivated, and other 
unfruitful ones to be fructify'd, - unnavigable Rivers &c to be render'd navigable, 
as wel as bad Roads to be repair'd ;—While to this large Number of National 
Wants (which are ſo many Calls for more Men and Money, 80 Self-denials 
and Induſtries; and for the moſt eligible, likely innocent Means of them,) there 
are added the Wants of our Army and thoſe of our Navy, each of thoſe Articles 
conſuming continually more and more of our Men, and more and more of our 
Money, and as continually calling for ſtil more of Both to conſume ;—While all 
theſe National Wants, I ſay, are pleading daily, loudly, continually for National 
Oeconomy,—and While we read of the old Roman Virtue I mention'd, that of 
the State's publickly rewarding by Law Oeconomical Virtue, by annexing Re- 
wards to the Means of it, z, e, to Marriage. and the Fruits of it, in Oppoſition to 
Sinful Incontinence and the Fruits of hat; —Shou'd not that old Roman Virtue 
put our Modern Engliſh one to the bluſh, namely the Engliſh Virtue of Publickly 
Rewarding Vice, and thereby promoting the Growth of it, z e, by providing ſo 
publickly, ſo plentifully, ſo attractively, as the F. H. in the great Plenty and great 
Extenſion of it does, for the Children of Vice, even as faſt as Vice produces them, 
thereby incouraging all Whores to go on with their Whoredoms as faſt as they 


can, 
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can, — and at ſame time with-holding ſuperior Public Incouragements and Re- 
wards from that innocent Carnality, the Matrimonial one; that which, if as duly 
Incouraged and Rewarded as the Immatrimonial guilty ones are unduly ſo, by this 
F. H. Protection in its Licentious Extent, wou'd be the beſt Engliſh Policy, as 
it was the beſt Roman one, not only for removing thoſe many guilty Carnalities 


which, even without being whetted by Rewards, are ſo apt to take place of the 


guiltleſs Matrimonial ones, but, —for preventing more. [D] 


IN 1757, the Year in which this F. H's preſent licentious Extenſion began, 
(this which opens it to receive A L L Children under 12 Months old, let em be 
whoſe they wil, Legitimate or Illegitimate,) I happen'd to ſpend a few Months in 
the Metropolis: And, being myſelf Single, and in the Meridian of Life, I had 
the honor of being introduc'd to the company of about a dozen choice Spirits; 
who had met on purpoſe to rejoice at this licentious Extenſion of that F. H. Cha- 
rity, —When I found it was not their 2uſeltled, jocular Thought, but their feitled 
reſolute Determination thereupon, Never to Marry ; but, in a leſs Troubleſome and 
leſs Expenſive manner, to obey th Command, Increaſe and Multiply, 

And ſo many of the Populace who are young and ſingle, are in this way of 
thinking, And the Number of Children for this Hoſpital increaſes by theſe means 
ſo much upon the Governing and Guardian Hands, that Who can wonder if 


they are oblig'd to apply now anew to Parliament for new Aid? or Who wil not 
See 


[D] Large Numbers of Children do not proceed from the intemperate Pleaſures, taken 
looſely and at Random; but from a Regular way of living, where the Father of the Family 


deſires to rear up, and provide for the Offspring he ſhal beget. Peffletb. Dict. of Trade, &c. 
Vol. II. p. 439. 


wonder 
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wonder hereafter, if they are obliged to apply again and again to it hereafter 
for more and more? ſince the many Sinking Families, and the gradual great, 
Declenſions in the number of Legitimate Children in London, and the gradual great 
Advancements in the number of Illegitimates, are ſo many preſumptive Proofs 


that the illicit carnal Intercourſes of Citizens from Home increaſe remarkably faſt, 


and that the Legal Domeſtic ones become thereby as remarkably few and ow. 


WH AT leſs than a moſt Licentious, Lawleſs Looſe to the Sinful Luſts of 
the Fleſh, and to all the lengths of that Sinfulneſs, is expectable, if even Law it 
ſelf ſhou'd ſo much as /zem to countenance any ſuch generating Means of ſuch a 


Licentiouſneſs ? 


The young Batchelor, bound to Trade by Apprenticeſhip, —At the End of 
it, when he ſhou'd enter upon Work for a Livelihood, ſeeing Others about him 
enjoying without any ſuch Drudgery, not merely a Livelihood, but a Life of Aſſſu- 
ence, . of Eaſe, and of carnal Pleaſures, in a Situation uninterrupted by the State, 
uninterrupted probably for fuch ſuppoſedly political reaſons as occur in The Fable 
of the Bees; — This raiſes his Deſires of attaining ſuch a Situation in Life; — And 


thoſe Deſires operate, for a While, as Incitements to Buſineſs, to Aſſiduity, and 


to Oeconomy.—But from all theſe, and from'all ſuch Attentions as theſe, he is di- 


verted preſently by Attending to the Offers of a F. H., and to theProviſions, to the 
Bounties it lays before his, and him; — Bounties to his Doxies,—firſt to One,—then 

to another, —afterwards to a third, —and ſo on, — All to be promoted by this Hoſ- 
pital to be ſo many wet Nurſes to it ;—Bounties moreover to Himſelf, by its Main- 


tenance, Education, and Care of thoſe conſiderable Parts of Himſelf, his Children, 


even 
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even All of them, One by One, thus amply Provided for. Through all which 


generous tempting State-Proviſions, for one Baſtard after another, even for All 
he can beget, and even as faſt as he begets them, he's incited by this Hoſpital's 
Extenſion to beget all he can, and as faſt as he can, And 


When Children, Eaſe, and Pleaſures are thus tender'd to this their Flther, 
the Whore-Maſter, by this Hoſpital, and by the State, upon ſuch cheap and 
attractive terms, no wonder if, without heſitation, he e the Tender; 
with an eye to the Conſequences which are near him, thoſe of Senſuality, and 
with no Eye at all to the Conſequences at a diſtance, thoſe which theſe Attrac- 
tives and Senſualities carry at the Exd of them, the Ruin of his Morals, —of his 
Trade,—and of his F amily, if he has one. While I mention the laſt, give me 
leave to obſerve chat 

By how much the F. H. F fr” increaſes, By ſo much in proportion, Old 
Family Affection, &c, thro' ſuch Breaches made upon it by ſuch new Connex- 
ions, wil decreaſe. And by how much Old Family-Affection, &c. ſhal decreaſe, 
Buy ſo much in proportion the Motives to Activity, in order to the increaſe of 
Commerce and Agriculture, (the 2 grand Supports of the Poor, of the Rich, 
and of the whole Kingdom,) are ſure to decreaſe, And the more Nurſes, &c. 
there are in this Hoſpital, (there being an immenſe Number) and large Salaries 
| paid to them, the Quantity of E in the Nation wil be ſo much the le : 
The higher the Natianal Expenſes on thels and on other F. H. Neceſſities ſhal 
riſes The lower the National Revenue to ſupport them wil f, ak ; — til by the 


Increaſe of the F ormer, and the Decreaſe of the Latter, this Monſter ſhal have 
ſwallowed up almoſt every thing in the Kingdom which is dear and valuable. 


D | But 


— 


— 
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But as theſe Conſiderations fall more particularly under that IIId Head I men- 
tion'd, of deſtructive E V ILS to which this Hoſpital in its preſent Exten 
has a Tendency,—What 1 have to offer farther is referr'd accordingly Sad 


$S1R, 


Your ſin 
GLascow, Jan. 16, „ 


1760. 


CAT 0. 


O.] W I L it be faid that, to allege many of the deſtructive Injuries above- 
mention'd, as what really are or probably may be ſuffered by 


the Community, in Conſequence of a F. H. in ENGL AND, carry'd even to 
ſuch an Extent of it as has been aim'd at, muft be Chymerical; ſince the 


F. H.s abroad, particularly that in FR ANC E, in all it Extent, and thoſe in 


Holland and ſome parts of Germany, which are of a much earlier and longer ſtand- 


ing, produce, for ought appears by Experience, no ſuch injurious Conſequences ? 


Arſ.) IN NATIONS where no Lay exiſts obliging them to main- 
tain their Poor, and where their Religion, devotes many to a Life of Cæli- 
bacy 
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bacy, IE] in FRANCE, and other Popiſh Countries, Hoſpitals, even 
in the Extent I oppoſe in ours, may be neceſſary. And thoſe in Zaly are the 
only National Proviſion made there for their Poor : and they not budy admit 

Children, but the aged and infirm Poor in General : Yet under theſe cir- 
cumſtances in Fra, ſuch was the Fear which the Politic L E 78S 


XIV. had of the two chief Evil State-Conſequences 1 have mention'd, 
that to Arm againſt both, he thought it neceſſary to publiſh an Edict for 
the Promotion of Marriages : appointing particular Penſions to thoſe who had 
Ten Children, and much larger to thoſe who had Twelve. And we find Lewis XV. 
not long ago portioning out young Maids, to incourage Matrimony. And pro- 
bably ENGLAND ere long may be reduced e Eapatien., 
Does not the Decreaſe of People in France help to prove that they feel alteady 
the Baneful Effects of their F. H. Eſtabliſnment? And the Noble Author 
before quoted, the Baron de Monteſquieu, obſerves upon that Dee * &©& It 
« was N O T ſufficient to reward Prodigies (—alluding doubtleſs to the Edict of 
PE ELEFILLEF IL EE FELE CI I Fi IEF itt E Et S 


[E] SUPPOSING the like carnal debauch'd Manners to exiſt in the Monaſteries 
and other cloiſter'd Foundations of FRANCE and other Popiſh Countries, which did 
actually exiſt in ours, when Viſited by order of HE N. VIII. previouſly to their Demolition, 
a—F, H. with Such, may be a proper Refuge for Baſtard Infants ; and the Secrecies annex'd 
to it may be a proper Screen to conceal the un-ſaintlike real Characters of their Prieſts, leſt the 
Good Effects expected from their aſſumed Sain!-like ones, ſhould be obſtructed; —obſtructed 
dangerouſly, by ſhewing to the Public how the Form of Godline/s in all its Strictneſſes they ſee 
and hear Taught in the-Popiſh Religion, is in thoſe very Teachers of it merely a Form,—cal- 
culated, not to reform the Public, but, to g/l them; not to,/ave Souls, but, to delude them. 


Bp. Burnet in his Hiſtory of the Reformation, obſerves, How the carnal Diſſoluteneſs of the 
Abbots and Friars ſhew'd itſelf, not only with known profeſs'd Harlots, but with Others, 


even with Marry'd Women.—And how their other Brutal Practices were of a nature ſo 
ſhocking as not to be fit to be ſpoken of, &c. 


: 


And Speed affirms, that the Dallying of the Nuns with the Friars in the Dark, brought 


forth the Fruits of Darkneſs : as was found, by the Great Number of Infant Bones diſcover'd 
in their Cells, on this Viſitation. | 


And a judicious Writer relates that a noted Abbe in FR ANC E vas convicted not long 
ago of Seducing 1700 Females, | 


LEWIS 


/ hs 
1 
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LEVIS in favor of a Prodigious number of Children,) “ but that in order to 
communicate a General Spirit for the Propagation and Increaſe of the Fry 
* 1t is neceſſary for the French to Eſtabliſh, like the ROMANS, General Re- | 
* wards, or General Penalties.” From another ſenſible French Author, in his book 
intituled Les interets de Ia France Mal entendus, quoted before, it appears, that fince 
the French Eſtabliſhment of a F. I., Secret Lewdneſs, and Open Der, 
have made ſuch Progreſs in France, that Marriage is become unfaſbionable, and, 
in a manner, neglected, —And that the Ladies themſelves are become Advocates 
for F ornicationz And that nothing is more common "IR to hear them aſſert 
(in favor of the Love-Sins leading to Foundling Hoſpitals) ** That a Surprize in 
& Love is pardonable z—that a Single Paſſion is allowable ;—and that one Gallant can 
& bring no diſhonor.” A fine new Chriſtianity this! made in France, doubtleſs by 
their Anti-matrimonial Prieſts, as a fine Turnpike Road to their Foundling 
Hoſpital. 

Heineccius, in his Univerſum Jus, condemns all Methods of procreation by 
wii Adultery, Fornication, &c. as Diametrically repugnant to right 
Reaſon, and the Law of Nature; and adds, that there is no other juſtifiable way 
« of propagating and ſupplying the Human Race than by Conjugal Society.“ 
And whatever to the Contrary, in favor of F. H.s in the Extent I oppoſe, may 
be taught by Popiſh Gallican Prieſts, what does it avail, while a Teacher ſuperior 
to thoſe, a Prieſt and Lawgiver wiſer than thoſe, and than all Earthly ones, is an 


Authority in ſupport of Heineccius, in his Anti-Gallican Doctrine. 


In 
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In Proteſtant Countries ſuch as Denmark, ſome parts of Germany, Holland, &c. 
the ill Conſequences of a F. H. are avoided, by'the ſeverity of their Laws againſt | 
Fornication, and in fuppor of Niatritbanp a in Halland: the State 


obliges the Men, under ſevere Penalties, to marry the Women they have fo | 


artfully, —ſo temptingly,-ſo . Seduced. And" in the F oreſt of Bre 
gentz in Germany it compels them to it, under Pain of Death CF! | 

A Foundling Hoſpital there, when the Gate to it is thus Arictly 2. by 
the Sword of Juſtice, may be a proper Aid to the indigent, where no other Aid, 
or no ſufficient one, or no proper one, is dec: :—and wil not only pre- 
vent the * Many, from entering oromiſcaolilly with the en Few, 
but wil tend to decreaſe the number of the a — and with! wil obſtruct, 
if not totally prevent, the two chief Evils we fear, ( we ) that of Murder, and that 
of a Deſolating immatrimonial Carnality of Manners, But from a F. H. i Znglazd, 
where the Gate which leads to that Hoſpital, is not only Sibrordaioy ed 


Penal Laws, but invitingly thrown open to all, I * Undeſerving, as wel 4 


Nees art become obſolete, 
by being ſo eaſily commured for, ) its Bounty to Baſtardy abrogates, in effect, 


as to the Deſerving; ; and where ( fince Public! 


the only Law we haye _ Baſtardy, and in Support of Erin, and Fo- 
pulation, —1 ſay, from a F. H. in England, (anticipated in its ; ORG 'Veility 

by 8 IN G ULAR poor. Laws,)—thus unguardedly extended, thus Power- 
fully aided, What leſs can be expetiet; than that its por" the Com- 
munity, ſhould operate oontrarily to the Eds of _ 1 n 


— Trapels, ./ 
=. | 1 have 
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1 have mentioned? where the Laws of the Country are ſelf-ſufficient guards a- 
gainſt he Murder of an Infant-Baſtard, by compeling the 2 guilty Authors of 
chis Baſtardy, to marry each other. | 

And to Cbriſtian Politicians, ſuch as our Engliſh ones, twil not be a matter 


of ridicule, to allege a Chriſtian argument againſt Foundling Hoſpitals, in that ex- 


travagant Extent of them wherein principally I oppoſe them, an argument imply'd 


in this Chriſtian Queſtion, viz, [Is it not wrong in RELIGION, as wel as 
| wrong in Policy, to make it the worldly intereſt of mankind not to Marry ?] — 


which Queſtion is expreſs'd thus more ſtrikingly, — [1s it not ſeemingly an In- 


vaſion of a Divine Right, and of the Cæleſtial Legiſlator's Divine Prerogative, 


to adopt a Scheme ſeemingly for diſcharging by Law Chriſtian Parents from 
that Debt which the * of C HRIST, as wel as of Nature, obliges every 
ſuch Parent to, — that of Providing for, and Educating his own Children ? ] 
DOES this matter ſtand thus in a religious View? Let us here briefly con- 
ſider again then, how it ſtands in a View merely Political. I ſay here briefly —be- 


cauſe I conſider this more largely elſewhere. 


POLITICAL writers ſuppoſe each Marriage to produce four Children on an 


* 


Average : from whence an Expenſe accrues to the Married Couple, of . 


Twenty Pounds per Annum, which by this F. H. Plan the illegal Couple i is exemp- 


ted from; and Parental Affection being much ſtronger with the former than with 
the latter, the Zfe# of this Wound extenGon wil bea Tax cs ny: 

WHEN a bad Father or Mother lives under the conſtant eye of his or her 
innocent legitimate young Children at Home, Thoſe innocent Children, by keep- 


ing this their native Home, inſtead of being removed from it to a foreign one, 


that 
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that of a F. H., wil, in a manner I am going to mention, become ſo many daily 
domeſtic Benefactors to every ſuch Father or Mocher, — Benefactors which wou' d 
be ln to Them if theſe litle infantile parts of 2 tranſlated from 
Themſelves at Home to a F. H. Abroad, For * | 

The IDLE Parent, by thus loſing * daily Preſence of theſe his little in- 
lantile Selves, wou'd loſe, not only the moſt eligible, unhired, daily growing 
Aſſſtants to this Virtue, Parental L A B O R,—but withal, ſo many viſible daily 
Motives to it Moreover. | | 

The IN CONTINEN T Parent, by keeping with him or her at Home 
theſe little, innocent ſilent Monitors daily, be they ever ſo many, (needful to him 


there,) wil thereby keep ſo many inoffenſive powerful Reſtraints daily upon this 
Guilt, Parental INCONTINENCE— 


Which M O TIE s to the former of theſe Parents,—and which R E- 


STRAINTS, to Ee latter, wil be ſuch Benefactions to Both, as they wou'd 


be deprived of, if deprived of their thus Beneficent young Children, by a F. H. 
—— Beneficent they are to them while Preſent with them, by ibe very all of being 
Preſent ; for Parents, however IDLE or INCON TINEN T themſelves 


by Inclination, yet do pot often Incline 10 contribute by Example towards their 


Legitimate Childrens learning to be Idle or Incontinent, — Reaſon, Economy. 
Aﬀe&tion, and the whole Parental Nature operating in chat point by their own 
native Powers uoitecly, and agreeably to their original malie Byas, that wherein . 
they were created after the Image of their Creator, i 16% wid a degree of magnetiſm 


towards the R IG H T way ; every Parent's own. un 


* ted . Children, when 


Preſent, being with that Parent, methinks, ſtronger Byaſſes to the right way, than 


even Luſt itſelf can be to the wrong one. 


ANOTHER 
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ANOTHER Objeftion AGAINST this F. H. Plan, and a very im- 
portant One, ſuch as anſwers abundantly the firſt and ſtrongeſt Argument FOR 


it, even the Fundamental one, is this, —an Objection too /elf-/ufficient not to de- 
ſerve being mention'd here apart by itſeif, tho? impl y'd conſequentially elſewhere,— 
an Objection which ſhews again this Plan's great Injuriouſneſs, however unmeant, 
great Unſavingneſs of Lives to the Public; and manifeſts again its tendency even to 
Deſtroy che Nation in General, by its very Means of Saving a ſmall part of it; as 
in its tendency it probably (may I not ſay certainly ? ) finks a MU LT ITU DE 
of Lives, by this way of preſerving poſſibly, or probably, (nay, ſuppoſe I ſay cer- 


 #ainly,) a FE W : —which deſtructive Tendency, in the F. H. of France being 


demonſtrated, demonſtrates at once, not only its great Immorality, its great 


Cruelty, but withal its utmoſt Impolicy: For, x 

If this Plan opens the Hoſpital to all ſuch Infants «a be offer'd to it, 
even to all the unlawfully as wel as to all the lawfully begotten ones, — 
And if, by this Extent of it, it does ( as I think I have proved it does,) 
tend to countenance and corroborate the Two grand Hoſtile Obſtacles to the 
increaſe of Mankind, (viz.) In the fr} place (for this is the former of thoſe 
Obſtacles,) The Sin whoſe gradual” Increaſe thus propagated FO gradual Murder 
of the human Nature made by God, made in the Likeneſs of Ged, namely the Sin 
which habituates a Man to a daring inordinate practical Venery, ſuch as is the 
likeneſs of a Brute; and In the ſecond Place, (for this | is the latter of thoſe two 
Obſtacles to the Increaſe of Mankind) this, which is in Quality equally, tho' not 
fo criminally Hoſtile to the Human Nature, namely, a Determin'd, Cowardly, 
timid, un-prolific Cælibacy; — Then, an by theſe two Arrows at once, this exten- 


five 
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ſive Foundling Proviſion, ſtrikes at, and in its tendency prevents, a neceſſary Increaſe 


of people in the Nation, and by Both at once conſequently tends to di people it 


in General gradually, and ſo to deſtroy it gradually; Is not this tendency to a 
certain gradual Deſtruction of the whole of Mankind in the Nation by this de- 
vouring Plan, more, abundanily more than a Balance for the paucity, for the 
comparatively incon/iderable part of Mankind in the Nation that might poſſibly, 


or probably, (—ſay if you wil, certainly,) be ſaved, by this F. H. Plan, from 
Deſtruction? 


THE great BACON had different notions from thoſe of the Ladies in 
France, when, in kis New Atlantis, he makes tay of the inhabitants of an ima- 
ginary perfect State, ſuch as was not in EURO P E, give an European a 
deſcription of that perfect State, to the following purpoſe. ** Know therefore that 
e with us there are no Stews, no Diſſolute Hand no Courteſans, nor any thing 
* of that Kind; nay, we wonder with Deteſtation at you in Europe who permit 
e ſuch things. We ſay you have put Marriage out of Office; for Marriage is or- 
„ dain'd a Remedy for unlawful concupiſcence; and natural Concupiſcence 
« ſeemeth as a Spur to Marriage : but when MEN have at hand a Remedy 


* more agreeable to their corrupt wil, Marriage is almoſt expulſed. And there- 


« fore there are with you ſeen Multitudes of Men who marry not, but chuſe 


©« rather a Libertine and Impure ſingle Life, than to be yoked in Marriage: and 


* many that do Marry, marry late, when the Prime and Strength of their Years is 


« paſt ; and when they do marry, what is it to them but a very Bargain, wherein 


« is ſought Alliance, or Portion, or Reputation"; with /ome Deſire (almoſt indifſe- 


WE « rent) 


- 


DS — — 
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« ent) of Iſſue? and not The faithful Nuptial Union of Man and Wife which 
« was firſt inſtituted. Neither is it poſſible, that thoſe who have caſt away ſo 
« baſely ſo much of their Strength, ſhou'd greatly eſteem Children (being of 
6 thofame Matter) as Chaſte Men do. 

* So likewiſe, During Marriage, Is the caſe much amended, as it ought tor 
« be, if thofe things were Tolerated only for Neceſſity? No: but they remain 


« ſtil as a very affront to Marriage; The Haunting of thoſe Diſſolute Places, 


or Reſort to Courteſans, are no more puniſhed in Married Men than in 


% Batchelors: and the Depraved cuſtom of Change, and the Delight in me- 


4 retricious embracements make Marriage a dull Thing, and a kind of Impo- 


s ſition or Tax, Do you defend theſe Things as done to avoid Greater Evils, 
& as advowtries, Deflow'ring of Virgins, Unnatural Luſt, and the like? But we 


<«« ſay this is a prepoſterous Wiſdom ; and we call it Lot's Offer, who to fave 


his Gueſts from abuſing, offer'd.his Daughters. Nay, we ſay farther, that 
there is little gain'd in this; for that the ſame Vices and” Appetites do ſtil: 
*© remain and abound, unlawful Luſt being like a Furnace, that if you ſtop the 
Flames altogether, it wil quench; but if you give it vent, it wil rage”. The 
Flames of Luſt wil not eaſily Quench when Opportunities ſo invitingly offer, and 


without Dread of Puniſhment, or ſo much as Loſs of Reputation. 
If in this moſt judicious Stateſman's Sentiments, the mere Exifence of Cour- 


:cfans and Diſſolute Houſes in a State, ſtruck at the very Exiſtence of Marriage, 


and conſequently at the ſound growth of that State, What wou'd have been that 
great Man's Sentiments, what his Indignation, had he liv'd to ſee thoſe very Cour- 
teaſns, thoſe many Diſſolute Houſes, which are ſo many Nurſeries of Vice, in that 


flouriſhing, 
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Aouriſhing, growing way they are in now; as they are now not only permitted 
to exiſt, but, actually countenanced,—incouraged provided for, —having even 
a public Sanction actually given to them, — to them, and thereby to Vice, by 
a national public Proviſion, which is made annually for the Fruits of Vice, 3. e. 
for the Baſtards produced by it in theſe very Nurſeries, theſe having now another 


Nurſery provided for them, a F. H. ſuch as, in its preſent Extent, is always 


open to them, always ready to receive ſuch as come from theſe, even as faſt as they 


come. 


FOR my part, I tremble for the Youth of both Sexes, —In the Age we now 
live in, Does this inordinate immatrimonial Luſt need any new Whets to it? 
any new Exemptions, or new Privileges, to quicken the Growth of it in the 
riſing Generation ? Do the Senſual Appetites need a Spur to them ? Do they 
not rather need a Bridle to them? nay, even more Bridles than all to be found 


in the Laws of God and Man, while the Language of both thoſe Laws, is re- 
garded only as Language ? 


” 

B UT that theſe 3 prolific Topics, Incontinence, —Matrimony,—and the F. H. 
—which are the 3 main ones of the immediately preceding Letters, as wel as 
of this,—may not Cel this Letter beyond the bounds of à Letter, I now con- 
clude the preſent Addreſs, with the promiſe of another immediately, which wil 
be on that other Head Lmention'd, (in Let, I. p. 9.) that of Induſtry; In which 


Article How much the State is a Loſer by the F. H. Gainers, wil be ſhewn 
by 
SIR, 


Your impartial Inquirer &c. 
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SIR, 
N the former Letter 'tis obſerv*d, how the N. H. in the preſent Extent of 
I its Aim to do great Good by Attempting to prevent one great Evil, does, by 
ſeveral Years experience, ſhew *tis merely an Attempt ; ſuch as apparently does, 
not only not prevent that one great Evil, the Murder of Infant-Baſtards, but, pro- 
mote it and withall introduces and feeds a great many more Evils,—and which 
have much more Deſtructive Tendencies—as they lead to the Deſtruction, not 
only of Infant-Baſtards, (not only of ſuch Particles of the Kingdom,) but of the 
Kingdom ;—to the Deſtruction of his, by theſe ſeveral Gradations, — namely, 
by their Tendencies | 
(Along with the Deſtrution of ALL Infants, Legitimate as wel as Illegitimate,) 


I. To the Incouragement of a general Incontinency; and to all the De- 


ſtructive Evils incident zo that Incouragement : 


II, To the Abolition of Matrimony ; and to all the Deſtructive Evils inci- 


dent to that Abolition.— I now proceed to its 


IITd. Step towards a total National Deſtruction, viz. By its Diſcouraging Na- 
tional Induſtry ; and ſo Introducing all the Deſtructive Evils which are incident 


to that Diſcouragement, 


This 
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This wil be ſhewn by ſhewing how it is that To draw Pauper Children from 
their Pare! Home and Maintenance, bs the more agreeable Home and more 
affluent Maintenance afforded by this F. II., tends to engender at the Parent's 
Home Parental Sloth, a Sin felt by the Community moſt woundingly in thoſe 
2 ſtrong Bulwarks of the Community, Trade and Agriculture, This its tendency 
to Sloth is accounted far by obſerving how it robs poor Induſtrious Parents of their 
grand Spur to Induſtry, i. e. the Thought of Providing by it for their Children, — 
a Thought which, while theſe Children are with them at home, day after day, is 
thereby faſten'd to them more and more, growing ſtronger and ſtronger, day after 
day ;—But, on the contrary, In conſequence of their being removed film them, 
and remoy'd ſo early, even before Parental and Filial Byaſſes cou'd have time to 
take ſuch faſt Hold as hey ſhould,--And In conſequence of theſe Children's being, 
not only remov'd from their Parents, from their Kindred, and from their Home, 
ſo early, but kept 9055 them, and even from the Knowledge of them, ſo conſtantly, 
and ſo long together, in a F. H. at a Diſtance. — there adopted by Strangers, and 
by them eſtranged in their Hearts from Father and Mather, &c,—the Children's 
Hearts being thus alienated from their Parents, no wonder if by degrees the 5 
rents grow proportionably alienated from, them. 

And in confequence of this latter alienation, The original Parental Spur to 
Parental Induſtry, viz. the Thought of Providing by it for all their Children, 
(and ſo, generally ſpeaking, for all their Family,) is a Thought born down by 
this other, this of conſidering how much better they are already, one by one, 
MI of them provided for by the F. H. i. e. by the State which ſupports it; 

We How ? 
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How ? By its having ſecured for Ail theſe Children, be they ever ſo many, one 


after another, as faſt as they are Born, and even as ſoon as they are Born, this 


F. H,-Refuge: Which Hoſpital, (if they can but be ſafely carried to it alive,) 
wil receive them univerſally, thro the preſent univerſal Extent of it. 

Which Extent, conſider'd in One View, ſeemingly tends to eaſe the Metro- 
polis of a burdenſome Metropolitan Poor, by an Expedient no better than that 
of throwing a great part of that City-burden, more really than at firſt percep- 
tibly, upon the Country; which Expedient, wil have Tendencies, ſuch as wil 
be SEEN in the END, however UNSEEN as yes, to be much more 


burdenſome to both City and Country, than even the Poor are zo to them 


Both: —as may be ſhewn in that future Letter, if nee dful, which I have ſo often 


mention'd. 


AND as this F. H. extenſive Plan, conſider'd in this one View laſt mention'd, 
after a great many more, is d Grievance carrying Tendencies ſeemingly ſo bur- 
denſome to both City and Country, in the Article I have juſt now nam'd; — 
So, if the ſame Plan be confider'd in another View, (not yet taken notice of, ) 
*twil appear how, under color of ſeeming to benefit thoſe it undertakes to beneſit 
chiefly, both in City and Country, viz, poor Parents and their Children,--On the 
contrary, in an Article the moſt important to both, It even wrongs Both by 
making them wrong each other, 

For, by taking away Children from their Parents thus early, and allogsther, 


to a F. H., it wrongfully takes away all opportunities af theſe 2 Relatives doing 
right 
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right to each other, namely, That of paying daily, all thoſe daily Debts, 5.- 
thoſe Daily Relative Duties they owe by Bond to each other; a Bond which both 


theſe Branches of the Community are laid under, not merely by the Community, 


but, by Reaſon itſelf, by Nature itſelf, and even by God himſelf. 


BUT Objeions of this kind againſt a F. E. Sir, I do but Manon, as they 
occur en paſſant; forbearing to draw the readers Attention from the main point 
I returg to, that of obſerving how the Argument drawn above from this F. H. 
Proviſion in favor, not only of 8 Whoredom, and Baſtardy, but of 
SLoTH, tempts a poor Sedulous Mechanic, Tradeſman, or Husbandman, to deſert, 
Firſt his Sedulity,—afterwards his Trade or his Husbandty, and at laft his Fa- 
mily ;—nay and his very Nature it felf,--changing that of a regular, ſaving, ſelf- 
denying hard Laborer, into that of an irregular, ſelf-indulgent, carnal-minded 
Profligate ; going out of the ways of a reputable, ſober, good Workman, and of 
a good Husband, into the ways of a good Fellow, — All which Jatter ways while 
he had withall his young Children's Preſence ated upon him, were deem'd 
unmaintainable, But by theſe young natural Demandants being taken from him, 
and put under the Wings of this Hoſpital, Theſe latter ways (theſe ofa Profligate, ) 
are made now ſo ſeemingly cheap to him and eaſy to maintain, thatall his Time, 
his Money, and his Pains which he was wont to give to his Children, he gives 
now to his ſenſual Indulgences ; making theſe conſequently the Subſtitutes of 
thoſe Children in all his regards z theſe being regarded now as his new Self-inte- 
reſts, about which he is buſied in the room of the old ones 15 has reſign'd to the 
F. H. by efigniag to them thoſe little Selves of his own 3—1 ſay Self-intereſts ; 


For As 


r 1 * 

AS, in carrying on the BUSIN E SS of the World without us, if we care- 
fully look within us and ſerutinize * ourſelves, we ſhal top often ſee Self-intereſt, 
I mean what the World does, and ſometimes what it does not, deem ſo, to be, 
even in caſes carrying prima facie utmoſt Unſelf/oneſs, a leading Principle; hidden fo 
latently that without that ſcrutiny it wou'd eſcape PATH unſeen, not by Others 
only, but even by Ourſelves z — in Commerce particularly, the Commercial Lan- 
guage itſelf being, thro' Habit, a Blind, an Impoſtor both to Speakers and Hear 
ers; dignifying That as a Virtue in Trade, which, as Foreigners word it, is not 
generally the Virtue, but the Policy of an Engliſhman, - without which he'd have 
no Credit, no Trade at all, — What we call Hoyor, Honeſty, and Punctuality, 
in Trade, being only lucrative Self/bneſs acting under thoſe better Names; the 
agents themſelves, while deluded by that falſe betterneſs, being ſo habitrally deluded 


Dy it, as not to be aware of the Deluſion, —1 ſay, 


AS Nature in England, however diſguiſed, and unfeen at firſt, perhaps 


leng tegel ber, is FINAL LY ſeen to be thus principled, and to operate thus in 
BUSINESS ( ſeen to do it remarkably, and yet to do it reputably, in the 
Mercantile,) S O no wonder if in PLEASURES, this Se{f/þneſs of Nature is 


equally ſeen to be that which bears down vitious ones, in Sbeu, (when they wou'd 


' otherwiſe ſhew Themſelves, ) —- ſeen likewiſe to turn Buſineſs itſelf into a 


PLEASURE, and into a ſeeminply Viriuous one, 


Thus in the poor, young, temperate, laborious Artificer, who has many young 


legal Children to labor for, and the proſpect of more,—Theſe being conſider'd 
by him, as ſo many Selves of his to be provided for as ſuch by himſelf, (before 


this 
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* other Proviſion for them Al] univerſally took place, by an univerſal Public 
Hoſpital,) were, in that view, ſo many Spurs, and deem'd Virtuous ones, to kis La- 
bor; and ſo many Preſervatives to his Temperance, to his Frugality, to his Ux- 
oriouſneſs; and to his Pleaſures in theſe things preferably to the Vitiouſly Groſs 
, carnal Pleaſures of the Fornicator, the Drunkard, the Gameſter, the Glutton, 
&c. . 

But ſince this other Proviſion for this his Family by the Public, This Poor 
Man of Buſineſs thinks he, even H E may now become a man _" Pleaſure, 
what the World calls ſo; and under this Thought very css deſerts his 
Buſineſs, his Houſe, and his Wife, for his Delilabs. | | 

THE indolent Bachelor too, in Middling Circumſtances, who before was terri- 
fy'd from Expenſive Vices and Pleaſures by the Conſideration of Children, believes 
he may now venture upon his Doxy without any ſuch Terror. 

Under which Belief and Fearleſſneſs of ſuch, may not the State, may not the 

Church, may not every thinking man, who has both Church and State and con- 


ſequently his Country at heart, be afraid leſt the faſhionable City-Vice of keep- 
ing W 


s, in open contempt of the Laws of God and Man, ſhould prevail 
in the Country 3 ſince this Foundling Aſylum is prepar'd to take off the moſt 
exper/ive, and moſt troubleſome Part of this illicit carnal commerce ? To con- 


firm this Fear, Have we not heard in the Country of Perſons in a bigher State 


of Life than in the Middle one, perſons of affluent Fortunes, who had given way 
to this Criminal Indulgence til ſtopp'd in their career by Regard to Reputation, 
and other prudential Selfiſh reaſons I have mentioned? ſuch as ſubſiſted before 


H | this 
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this ſeemingly Eſabliſb'd Proviſion for Baſtardy, and for its Secreſy, and for 


its Maintenance, ſubſiſted. —But reaſons of this kind being now removed by this 
new Eſtabliſhment, have they not again let looſe the Paſſions they had bridled ? 
And in the Language of theſe unbridled Paſſions, amidſt all the Evils produced 
by them, what's more common than to hear them in all Companies cry up the 
great Good of the F. U 2—a Good unfelt by the Virtuous: but felt indeed by the 
Vitious; being a Great one doubtleſs in the Account of all fornicating Sinners, 
as it loads the Public inſtead of the Sinners, with the main Expenſe of their moſt 
Expenſive pleaſurable Sins, — a Load laid upon the innocent Grow ing annually 
heavier and heavier, to a degree that calls aloud in all the language of Neceſſity 
for all proper Methods of rend'ring it lighter; that Growth being exhibited in 


the next Letter from | | 
Your Obedient &c. 
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evil tendencies in that Extent of it which I oppoſe, have not eſcaped their Pene- 


ROM the known great Abilities and Sagacity of ſome of the Guardians 


and Governors of this F. E. Liberality, I am convinced that theſe its 


tration. But what cou d they do with this Hoſpital, when actually Buile,— ac- 


tually 
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VII. 


tually Incorporated, —actually Endow'd ?—Endow'd ſo Merhty, — Applauded 
ſo generally, Throng'd ſo incouragingly ;—Throng'd with Objects fo many, and 
with ſo many Applications for More, that the Revenue tho? large, and tho” largely 


added to, Year after Year, is yet inſufficient And, after all expected farther Ad- 


ditions to it, wil be alzoays infufficient, to maintain all it Undertates to maintain; 


and to ſupply all the Neceſſities incident to the Latitude of that U ndertaking ; 


the Number of thoſe Objects, thoſe Applications, and thoſe Neceſſities increaſing 


Yearly, not only as faſt as the — but much faſter. 


In 17 36 Application to Parliament procur'd them a grant of Ten £.10,000 


T houſand Pounds, But this bong found greatly ſhort of e The 


Parliament was apply'd to again: | Whereupon, 


In 1757. An Additional Grant was procur'd from it, of Thirty 


Thouſand Pounds :—With a Promiſe of More :—a Promiſe much to ; 


30,000 


be regarded by the Foundling Hoſpital, Foundlings &c. being pre- | 


ſented to it, as I ſaid, faſter than 3 on a 3d a 


cation to Parliament, 


* 


In 1758. A 3d Supply was granted, of no leſs than Forty Thouſand 


Pounds ;—to be added to all the Old Parliamentary Grants, and to all 


Legacies, and other Donations, both Old and New. 


© 


10 1759. A fourth Supply wasobtain'd, of Fifty Thouſand Pounds. 


Again in 1759, A fifth Supply was obtain'd, of Five Thouſand 


Pounds more, 


40,000 


50,000 
5,000 


AND 
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AND the Number of Children admitted annually, almoſt equal to thoſe ad- 
mitted in France, (altho our Poor are provided for by other Laws, and altho' 
we have neither Monaſteries nor Nunneries,) and altho' the unlimited Extenſion 
of our F. H. and its attractive Bounty, are not fully known by the Vulgar in 
many diſtant extreme Parts of the Kingdom,--yet all will not do:. So that many 
poor Children, whoſe Country Parents or Friends, Pariſh Officers, &c. had been 
incouraged to ſend them to the E. H. in London, relying on their being wel E- 


ducated and wel Provided for there, have on the contrary, as I'm inform'd, 


been ſent back into the Country, quite Uneducated, quite Unprovided for; — 


to the great Diſappointment and Mortification of thoſe Parents, &c. 5 


And, without Inſpiration, may I not take upon me to Propheſy that, If this 
hitherto boundleſs growing Scheme is not bounded ſoon, and its Progreſs check'd 


now in its infancy, the Sum neceſſary to. ſupport that Progreſs muſt in a few 


Years hence ſwel, from the Original Grant, of Ten Thouſand Pounds, to Two 


Hundred Thouſand; L 200,0c0 


—and, in a few Years more, to two Millions; 2,000,000 
And ſtill higher and higher afterwards, by new Supplies in proportion to 
the new Neceſlities added to the Old ones, attending this Hoſpital. And the 
then After-number and - gradual After-increaſe of thoſe Hoſpital- Neceſſities 
may, by the Arithmetic of wel grounded Fear, be Number'd-and Foreknown at 
preſent, only by what we know of their paſt and preſent progreſſive Gam 
Yearly and of the Circumſtance which, Year after Year, feeds that Growth; 


a Circumſtance which I have mention'd above ;—ſuch as ſhews that this Found- 


ling 
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ling Hoſpital's Wants of a new Supply, Year after Year, are not abated, but 


magnify*d, every Year, by receiving it. 
gs if the Objects to be maintain'd 1 in this Hoſpital thus go on Yearly to in- 


creaſe faſter than the Fund for maintaining them, Then ſurely this attempt to 


7 


do Good by ſuch an unlimited, ſuch a monſtrous Extent of 1 it, muſt, in time, 
"SW FY 


become its own Obſtruction, and thereby its own Overthrow,. And As then 


24 
this wile the F oundling Hoſpital's Charater, So, in its preſent progreſs to it, 


2A 7 


This ſhould be its Motto, 


Mole ruit ſud. 
As to the Good it means, its Over-Greatneſs wil be its Burden , by which, 


if not leſſen'd, *twil be quite born down; juſt as an unfearing Adventurous In- 
ſurer is by his Over-infuring, 
Obj.] But what this grand Enterprize wil be in the End of it, the Under- 


takers wil ſay one may judge better when that End approaches nearer, 


Anſ.] This Oh). is anſwer'd by the many natural Evil Tendencies I have 
mention'd ; and by the many I have not, becauſe they are mention'd by Other 


Opponents. ok, 


Tis Anſwer'd again, by remarking that what this Scheme wil be in the 
Erd of it, is not unſeen in what the Unprejudiced ſee in the Beginnings of it; 
Beginnings of a long ſtanding; wherein we have theſe two inſtructors, Obſervation, 


I | and 
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and Fear, —a LIT TI. E of That, -M ORE than a Little of 7 bis to in- 
form us, How the Great Good Intended by this unbounded Scheme of it, wil, as 


I ſaid, thro' the OVER- MAGNITUDE of that Intent, not only be 
 obſtrufed, but deſtroy'd : and be, in the End of it, a Great Evil; and in the way 


to that Evil, wil generate a Great many more, over and above thoſe I have re- 
counted ;—ſuch as tho' unſeen, unfelt, unacknowleg'd as yet, — wil, in a few Years 


hence, Many of them be too near not to be ſcen, too heavy, not to be felt, — 


too glaring not to be acknowledg'd ;—acknowledged hey, even by the warmeſt 


preſent Advocates for this F. H. Extenſion. And in a few Years more, More 


of theſe Great Evils which we ſay this Over-Extended Plan tends to Effect, only 


in its way to the Greateſt, wil be found to be aZually Efefed by it in that way; 


_ Effefted ſo fully, ſo manifeſtly, ſo convincingly even to its many preſent Cham- 


pions, that Theſe very Champions, to whom theſe Effects, being diant, are out 


of ſight as yet in their Reality, and who therefore, thro* the Blinds of Prepoſ- 


ſeſſion, Zeal, Rhetoric, and Unfearingneſs, can ſee none of them as yet ſo much | 


as in 7 beory, wil then ſee many of them to be more than Theory, — So many of 


them, as to Believe that at the long Run they ſhall ſee ALL of them. 


Under which Belief, when it is thus late, they will grieve that it was not 


earlier, And that the Cauſe tending to theſe many bad Effects, and to the Fears 


of more and of worſe, may be removed, they wil Wiſh then, when it can be only 


a Wiſh , its removal being Delay'd ſo long then, as to become then impracticable; 


and become ſo, by means of that very Delay. For 


THIS 


ww T7} 


T HIS Foundling Hoſpital Bounty, when it has been ſupported per/ever- 
ingly in this Licentious Latitude contended for, wil, in a long courſe of that La- 
titude and Support to it, be grown to ſuch a monſtrous height in the Attachments 
of The wicked Many to it, (whoſe carnal Pleaſures it thus befriends, propagates, 
and ſupports,) And when it has loſt (as it then wil have loſt) its preſent repu” 
table ſtrength, that of a reputable Popularity, *twil, in lieu of it, have acquir'd ſuch 
a ſtrong e Mob- Popularity, and wil be grown o Efabliſh'd by That, — 
by Time,—by Defendit Numerus, —by Vogue, — mix'd intereſts, —by Paſ- 
ſions, —the Paſſions of all the Poor in the Kingdom,—all the Baſtards in | At 
all the Whores in it, — and all the Whore-mongers, among the Rich as wel « as 
the Poor, that there wil be no ſuch Poſſibility then of removing the Monſter we 


fear, when Eſtabliſh'd, as there is now of preventing ſuch an Eſtabliſhment. 


BEFORE the Exiſtence of it, Conſider it duly: — not ſuperficially tho 
in its mere ſuperfices, and in the very Beginning of this Scheme we doing Good, 
I ask again, Sir, Do you not ſee this Brand upon it, that! it is an opening to the 


many Evils I have mentioned i in this Letter, and in the preceding ones? 


— 


VIEW the Extent of the Scheme in a manner as inlarg'd as the Scheme it 


felf is in that very Extent. 
VIEW the Plan now, as it appears now in this account of it, in its Infancy, 
and its Tendencies, While all the mentioned and unmentioned Grievances Ex- 


pected from it are but ExpeFances,—Events but likely to come. 


View 
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View it uw too again, as it will appear bereafter in its Maturity, —then a 
moſt of theſe Grievances Expected to come from it, are actually come ;—Then, 
I ſay, How wil theſe very Patrons of it, They who are now exerting all their 
Power to introduce it,—to forward . Ectabliſb it, How wil they long for 
the ſame Power to get rid of ſuch an Eſtabliſhment ?—in vain long for it then! 
when the Reſort to this Charity in All its Latitude now Contended for, and ber 
Efobliſh'd, wil be become a thing ſo cuſtomary, and ſo much of courſe to All Infants 
whole Friends ſhal Apply for it, that None wil Apply for it then asa C H A- 
RIT Y, but Al as a RIGH T.—Under hich doo of it, ſuch Objects as 
now are or ſhou'd be, tender'd to it only as Petitioners, wil be tender'd then, not as 
Petitioners, but (if I may repeat my former Prophecy,) as Demandants, 

An Eſtabliſhment become link Popular, (and thus Fortify'd,) when ſtruck at 
by any ſuch Oppoſition as the preſent one, wil, among its infinitely many ixte- 
reſted Advocates, have ſo many. Votes on its Side, and wil have arrived at ſuch 
a Head, and at ſuch Heights of aſſum'd Independency, as to become its own Sup- 
port againſt all Oppoſition to it its own, by the long progreſũ ve Operations, 
and turgid overgrown Confpauences 8 all thoſe powerſul Aids and Supports we 
are Grieg to it, and Inlarging, Yeu after Lear; the F. 7s Advocates meaning 
to procure for it, if poſſible, a ſtil farther Inlargement) and to procure its Perpe- 
tuity;—Which Perpetuity, if once granted, wou'd be then Guarded and Secured to 
it by the many Strong Fortifications I juſt now named to you, — ſuch as in proceſs 
of Time, muſt render this Foundation formidable; when the Good Givemora of 


it might be Succeeded by Bad ones,—and the Rulers, not only of that but of the 


: | Kingdoms 
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Kingdom; might be er tale by the Dregs of it; a Caſe never to be — 
of; * to be fear d: and the very Seeds of it which are, or may be, are . 
what even Kings ſhould look upon with a jealous eye, while intent upon Subjects 
heaping Power upon Subjects, wand reading withall in the Hiſtory of England, 
the Grievances of England, proceeding from Power thus miſplaced jm alſo in 
the Hiſtory of /rael the G00 of Iſrael, accompanied with an acute Re- 


mark expreſly mention'd in Scripture, not once only, but even four diſtin 

Times, within the compaſs of four Chapters together, (except one, ) ſucceſſively, 8 
in that ſhort Hiſtory, (which Mention of it in ſuch 4 diſtinct places, ſhews that, 
in the three laſt of thoſe 4, it is mention'd, not merely as matter of Hiſtory, but, 
as matter of Doctrine, — that Remark being worded thus, In thoſe days there 


© as 10 King in Iſrael.” Judg. xvii. 6. xvlii. 1. xix 1. Xxi. 25. Main 


That England may never hereaſter, before the 1 of itt at the defirudtiv 
E N D of the World, be brought to thoſe deftraQive circumſtance of Jon. 


F- 


Let us at leaſt indeavour to prevent in time the deftruFive M 5 A v g of; its be 


ing ; ſo, as Preventing is a Work much more eaſy than That of Removing re- 


* 0 
wards the former of which Works, Moſt parts of theſe 7 Letters have been buly'd 


principally in what Some may call a 40% Employment,—Yet, Is it not a very 


needful ane? therefore not dropy' d, tho? known to be a * arduous 99 — 


* 
that of Falling doton.— But the 8h Letter, being a foort one, Is incroduRtory to an 


- « 7 Ly 


Imployment which may be ſome time hereafter extravaganely bigher, that of an 


Attempt'—an bid y more arduous one, therefore an abundantly bumble one, * 
| | = Rig WI | 
K | —t0 
| | | ” a tot 


* 
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to Build up: a Building which wil call for abler Heads; therefore let this Motto, 


Fungar vice Cots, 


be che firſt Stone of it laid ß Tour Public-Spirited - © A To0. 
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SIR, | | | 


| H O' my Zele for Charity in General, truly ſo call'd, is a Catholiciſm 
T inducing me, on that very Principle, to have a great deal of Zele a- 
gainſt the F. H. in particular, conſider'd in its III indubitably Deſtructive Ten- 
dencies I have noted in Let. I. Pp. 9, and ee afterwards, (—which III 
Branches of a National Deſtruction, All put together, with the National Evils 
reſulting from them All, wil be, in the End, a complete National Deſtruction ) 
3 tho' the ſame Catholiciſm, (my very Zele for Charity in General, truly ſo 
call'd,) moreover induces me, on that very Principle, to have 10 Zele at all for 
Hoſpitals in General, as far as they carry any degree of . probable Tendency to 
make Poor people N by making ſuch of them Idle as are capable of "WY m 
a commercial Nation like ours, in General ſupported by Labor, particularly in 
TRADE, M ANUFACTORY, and AGRICULT URE :— Yet, 
Fear be it from me to cenſure, or not to incourage, a Scheme for ſuch charita- 
ble F onnditiohs as have no ſuch Tendency ;— | 

Far be it from me not to think in the ſame channel with thoſe who, in favor 


of the Poor, wiſh that, before thoſe Hoſpitals I am cenſuring took place, our 


Poor Laws had been aboliſh'd ; and that thoſe many Thouſands upon Thouſands 
3 of 


Re LL 233 4 | VIII. 


of private and public Bounties which have been expended in the exceptionable 
confined manner they have been, had been expended rather in this more uncon- 
fined and leſs exceptionable manner, this of erecting National or County Work- 
houſes, - upon Commons, or Waſte-Grounds; or where judged moſt proper, all 
things conſider'd ; agreeably to the late Mr. Fielding*s Plan, orany other, if better ; 
and under proper Powers, * Limitations; not tolerating indiſcriminate and 
ſecret receptions; ſuch as the F. H, tolerates, in favor of its Baſtards and Las. 
timate Children, be the Parents of them in point of Rank, or Ability, or *. 
&c. ever ſo unworthy of thoſe Children's being received there. 

IN theſe Work-houſes, what cou'd take place more promiſingly than the 
thin Cloth Manufactory (imitating that of France,) for the Turkey Trade, car- 
ried on with vigor? — Which imitation, notwithſtanding the many Attempts 
which bave been ine ffectual, and the many more which have been ſuppoſed inef- 
fectual, is what I can 8 not only attainable, but may be eaſily carry'd on, 
and eaſily per fected, when properly conducted, and publickly incouraged: But 
N. B. Without ſuch incouragement from the Public, this and every private at- 
tempt like this, wil ſoon grow Languid ; and if it takes place at all, for the Pub. 
lic, wil preſently die ny into notbing. 

I N the progreſs of this Manufactory, the Puerile st wou'd be early 
enur'd to Labor, and, even before Manhood, wou'd be made Maſters of an Art 
which wou'd be mutually advantageous to Them, and to thy State z — and not 
only theſe Young Paupers, but, the Aged ones,—nay, even the Blind, the Lame, 
the Deaf and the Dumb, might be employ *'d in it, and ſuch members of Society as 
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at preſent are not only not ſerviceable, but greatly hurtful to it,viz, F. H. Baſtards, 
&c. and the Whores who zotierate them, might thus be regenerated, and render'd 
as ſerviceable as other Paupers, to the Community, in Allan that very Commu- 
nity which " preſent aids them, aiding it in ſuch a Branch of the Woollen-Ma- 
nufacture as is much wanted by us, —a Manufacture, which wou'd neither Jeſen, 
nor interfere A all with, the Exportation of our other Branches of Manufacture; 
— and which, I may venture to ſay, wou'd fuliy employ All thoſe Poor in the 
Engliſþ Nation who, by the Lovers of the moſt real, the moſt ſubſtantial, the moſt 
uſefully extenſive Charity, ſhou*d be deem'd the moſt real Objects of it. 

This wou'd corroborate the Commercial Connexion and cement the Friendſhip, 
between the King of GREAT BRITAIN's Subjects and thoſe of the GRAND 
SEIGNIOR,; and wou'd rob the Finch in proportion, of their Connexion 
and F riendſhip with the Sublime Port; Which robbery, by ſtrengthening the 
ENGLISH Monarch, wou'd weaken the French one; and even diſtreſs, not his 
Commerce only, but his Kingdom. Let, it muſt be acknowledged that this very 
Diſtreſs to the French Nation wou'd be giving a leſs Stab from the Engliſh to 
the French than that which, (even when theſe two are at Peace with each other, ) | 
the French are perpetually giving to the Eng lib. les i proportion as taking from 
the Freuch their moſt beneficial French TRA DE, in this way of doing ſo, wou'd 
be an Hoſtility of ours againſt them, much leſs than theirs againſt us by giving 
us French MANNERS; and thereby the French Diſeaſe; and French Rea» 
ſons for that French thing, a Foundling Hoſpital. 


The other good Conſequences expectable from this new Plan ſhal be the Sub- 


ject of the next Letter from 
ihe Yours &c, 


* 
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SIR, 


X F TER the pains I have taken in my 7 firſt Letters to pvLL Down 
one faulty eſtabliſhment, ſo * as the F. H. would be faulty, if eſta- 


bliſh'd in its preſent extenſion, — And after what I have propoſed i in the 8th . 
Letter only in general, and in brief, as a New eſtabliſhment, od being a new : 
ſcheme for the public good, at leaſt a Hint which, after maturely conſidering 
it, I have mark'd out as the principal part of a new one; 1 therefore call it a | 
Plan of what is humbly offer'd to be Built upon, in the room of what 1 have at- 
tempted to Pull as — And after having ſtated 10 that VIIIth Letter only a 
few of the good tendencies of this new Plan,—chiefly one, (that one * ſuch 
a one as our preſent war with Trance reminds us of; 5 — . 
Permit me, Sir, in this IX th addreſs to point out numerous other good ten- 
dencies of what is propos'd in the VIIIth ;—ſuch as, jointly with the reſt it wil 
have when completed, wil be infinitely more than equivalents for all the good ones | 
which the champions for the F. H. ſcheme, in the place of which I wou'd ſubſti- 
tute this, cou'd hope, or rather wiſh for, even from the beſt part of that Scheme, 
conſider'd e from the worſt Concerning this its ſubſtitute, indeed the fero 
good things I have mention'd, and the many I am going i tho? not clear 
perhaps to all readers til the nature of it is open'd farther, (as it cannot be now, 


conſiſtently with ending ſoon an epiſtolary trouble that has ſwel'd undeſignedly 
3 too 


— 
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too far already, ) are ſo ſufficiently clear to my own preſent apprehenſion, that I 
cannot be ſufficiently juſt to this, to the Public, and particularly to that great 
part of it, che Poor, without publiſhing at preſent hk I apprehend concerning 
theſe great good: tendencies ; my heart being ſo abundantly intent upon them, 
that out of this abundance of the heart the Pen ſpeaketh, 

THIS new expedient for the public good, wou'd, I'm perſuaded, be a 
fountain of the moſt diffuſroe good to the public; and wou'd be ſo, above all other 
expedients, particularly tothe poor, even by means of the poor, did but the tide 


of popularity and bounty run into this as plentifully, as it has done into our moſt 


popular hoſpitals, particularly the Foundling one. By this ve kind of charity 


we ſhou'd then be deliver'd from all fears of being aggriev'd by any of the old 
ones, or by any wrong endowments z or by any wrong uſe of right ones. 

By a right uſe of this one the neceſſity of many wil be ſuperſeded, —By this 
not only ſlothful vagrancy and various other kinds of ſloth, and thoſe other 
mob-vices I have mention'd, but all others incident to thoſe, which our Nation, 
particularly our Metropolis, ſuffers ſo much by, wil be effectually baniſh'd : 
Which baniſhment, along with ſuch proper ſtatutes &c. annex'd to theſe na- 
. Work-houſes, as ſenatorial wiſdom can deviſe, wil conduce, by a great 
many ways, to diſcipline the moſt undiſciplin'd, to civilize the moſt unciviliz'd, 
and to reform the moſt unreform'd, the moſt abandon'd part, (and thereby the 
moſt uſeleſs, and worſe than uſeleſs, even the moſt burdenſome part, ) of ſociety : 

THESE great good effects wil ſhew themſelves, not only in the country, 


but primarily in its capital ; which from the operations of this expedient wil by 


degrees 
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degrees acquire quite a new face; ſurprizingly new. Thoſe offenfive city-weeds, 


which this large feld is oyer-run with, wil then preſently diſappear 3 and the 
moſt agreeable ſubſtitutes ſhall be ſcen, when you thal ſee ſuch citisens as cod 
be made nothing of to the public, or to their families, or eb to themſelves, nay 
even worſe than nothing before, become uſeful, profitable, conſiderable in all 
thoſe regards; ; deen chus new in vious of this new expedient ; an expedient 
which wil thus render this ſupreme city in England ſupreme, not only in * 


bnt in good men, even in a quarter where there is none that doth good, 10 not one. 


This plan for reformation is the likelieſt I know to make ſome of thoſe loweſt 


and worſt Subjects become ſome of the beſt ; it being calculated to make ſuch as 
were good for nothing before, turn out good workmen, and chereby good hus- 
bands, good parents, good patriots, It wil lead to the bettering of children; 
of ſervants, —of whole families, —of whole pariſhes, in that quarter wherein 
they are moſt vitiated.— And by this its ſavingneſs of Morals to theſe Poor, in 
its very method of doing ſo, it wil naturally beget in all ſueh poor, an habit of 
faving time: and more over a habit of ſaving Money, when found to be acquire- 
able no otherwiſe than by their own hands, (in * employing, and thus * 
banding their /ime,)—and found withall thus ſure to be acquir'd by their 1 
And wy. 

An expedient like this, carrying ſuch a tendency to beget even in Moft of the 
Poor, not only a habit of acquiring money, but theſe 3 other god bn jointly, 
viz. theſe habitual SAV INGS of their morals,—of their time, and of their mo- 


ney, when acquir'd, and carrying moreover a tendency to beget more good ha- 


bits 


— — —jE[E —— —— 
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bits eſſential to theſe, —I ſay ſuch an Expedient muſt tend of courſe to a paucity 


IX. 


of bankrupts,—of beggars, —of highway-men and pick- pockets, — of whores, and 


whoremongers, and of naughty houſes to harbour them; the number of which 


preſent grievances mult ſink in proportion as this new charity advances, 


i A ND as this os one wil have all theſe good tendencies to purify and inrich 
All other cities and towns in the kingdom, as wel as this One the greateſt of all, 
—S0 by this very purity, when ſeen, it wil beat All, this One eſpecially, by 
exhibiting the beauty and Orderlineſs, the decency and eee ge of induſtry, 
—the uglineſs, the ſingularity, the infamy of any poor men' 8, or of any of their 
children's being ſeen ſquandering, gaming, idling away their time, while ſo 654 
are husbanding it, Thus wil ame conduct men to one virtue, a it does women to 


another, 


FR OM what has been faid it appears how largely this new method of Cha- 


: rity to the poor wil contribute to better the community in one quarter of it, And 


when, in virtue of a generous incouragement from the public to this plan in fa- 
vor of the public, all this betterneſs is thus viſibly wrought, as above, And when 
all this beauty of it is thus remarkably exhibited, in one quarter, It wil then by 


popularity, or by worldly connexions, or by ſome attractive or other, diffuſe it 


ſelf progreMtvely to another quarter, and thence again to another; and gradually 


from one to every one; i. e. to every one there are any hopes of bettering by any 


method whatſoever, —And when 1 It is thus diffuſed thro? every rank of the work- 


; ing 
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ing Poor, i it wil tend to the Rich man's better treatment of ſubjts found to be. 
ſuch benefactors to both Rich and Poor as theſe working Poor; ad wil tend with- 
all to ſuch Poor 5 better rreatrnentof ſuch benffatibrs to chem as the Rich, whoſe 


genpfoliey gives we and growth to ſuch an  exiraordinary charity. 
* 


The Plan of it, n open'd farther ( however unpreſidented by other nati= 


ons) to the few who duly configer it at preſent, and conſider withall the 
„ 


ſingularity of our ſituation, the ii of our confticution and whatit is that 
ſupports and furniſhes thoſe numerous fcets of ours which protect us, and which 
ride triumphant over the World, appears to thoſe few in the ſame light as it does to 
me at preſent, i. e. to be a plan which when near perfected, and.conſider'd then 


Py A 


duly by others, wil to many of thoſe others. ew its excellency as clearly as it "es; 
to theſe few; and to more, if eſtabliſh'd preſently afterwards, wil then preſently 
ſhew its ſingular utility, its ſingular neceſſity; ſhew them at laſt ſo convincingly to ALL, | 
as to raiſe a wonder in all that it was not eſtabliſhed ſooner —being a plan 
| tending ſo manifeſtly, thro? all its multifarious branches, to furniſh ſufficient con- 


ſtant work for, and thus, merely by the hands of the poor, ſufficient conſtant re- 


lief for, even all the poor in the Kingdom, men, women, and children who are 
able to work, —And a plan thus as beneficial to the whole kingdom 4 this un- 
boundedneſs of its extenſion, as the F. H. plan is deſtructive to the whole by the 
unboundedneſs of that, conſequently cannot but” gain ground as fa as that 
loſes it, his being a ſcheme cottiibuilos t ſo largely to che ſuppreſſion of the vices. 
which that propagates, —this tending withall.cot, as that, to the advancement, but 


& i 


very conſiderably to the fall of Tarent che increaſe of e of riches, and of 


MWM. bs virtue 
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virtue. all Soi the decreaſe of has. the caſe ee 
to a happy age at preſent, and to the pleaſing proſpect of a happy poſterity, 


Which, after this eſtabliſhment, wil be all fo many tendencies to the glory of 
God,—of the King,—of t the Senate, —and of all the other patrons of a charity ſo 


worthy of all,-a charity productive of ſuch a multiply d beneficence carrying 
ſo many unlikeneſſes to a great many charities, and ſo many likeneſſes to Deity 
it ſelf, j | 


WHILE it ſtands thus in my opinion of it, pardon theſe ſallies of patriotic 


Zele for it in your friend: From whom theſe IX Letters are written, you obſerve, 
in his travels from one Univerſity to another, Which accounts for your finding 
him in the former part of this collection at GLASGOW; in the latter at 
OXFOR D.—Whereſoever he is, you know he is yours. You know too he 
is the King's, the Senate's, the whole Nation's, particularly its Capital's 


Cordial wei-wiſher 


E R R A T A in 
LETTER IV. Page 3. line ul.] r. remote from the 1 a are, many of them, ſent from. 
P. 11.1. 19.] After the word [in] r. and belonging to 
LET. VI. P. 27.1. antep.] Inſtead of zhar in the r. than the 


—— P. 30.1. 3 J After [Nunneries,] remove the latter ſtroke of the Pa- 


rentheſis to follow Vingadom, in 1. 5. and read thus, 
Kingdom,) muſt make the 1 LL 77 the Supplies call a od 
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